
 

Here at UMES, we recently celebrated the service 
of two of our own.  Dan Kuennen has served the 
community via this extension office for some 20 
years.  His colleague Hermetta Hudson has pro-
vided 15 years of service to myself and to the 
extension officers housed at UMES.  While cer-
tificates of appreciation and other memorabilia 
are in order to mark the occasion, they seem to 
pale in comparison to the many years of dedica-
tion and hard work offered by the recipients. 
 
Service is indeed the hallmark of the University 

of Maryland Extensionôs mission; and what means more to us than any 
occasion that marks our service in years is the satisfaction that comes from 
positively and purposefully impacting lives within our communities.  Ser-
vice comes with a reward all its own.  One visionary said it like this, ñI 
don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones 
among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found 
how to serveò  (Albert Schweitzer, 1952 Nobel Peace Prize). 
 
Congratulations to Dan and to Hermetta; no one appreciates their service 
more than me.  Congratulations also to our other extension officers who 
all work tirelessly year in and year out in service to humanity. 
 

                           Dr. Henry M. Brooks 
                                      hmbrooks@umes.edu 
 

 

University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without 
regard to race, color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, 
marital or parental status or national origin. 
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A note from the administrator  

Dr. Henry Brooks 

 

Congratulations to Dan Kuennan, senior agent and director of the Rural 

Development Center, and to Hermetta Hudson, executive administrative 

assistant. The two were recognized for providing years of service to the 

University of Maryland College Park College of Agriculture and Natural 

Resources. 

 

Dan Kuennen, 

pictured with Dr. 

Henry Brooks, 

extension admin-

istrator, is recog-

nized for 20 years 

of service.  

 

Hermetta  

Hudson, execu-

tive administra-

tive assistant to  

Brooks, is recog-

nized for 15 

years of service.  

Ted and Julia Wycall hosted about 
50 farmers at their Green Branch 
Farm on Saturday, May 14.  The 
history and the goals of their 80-acre 
farm and the diverse products they 
grow  and sell through their 300-
member CSA and at farmersô mar-
kets, restaurants, and their on-farm 
retail store were the highlights for 
the day.    
 

Topics of discussion centered on 
farming practices, nurturing the soil, 
animal husbandry, appropriately 
scaled equipment and tools to farm 
certified organically, and the day-to-
day operations that help the farm 
run successfully. 
 

ñThe whole day, from Tedôs presen-
tation to the farmer panel and the 
farm tour, was informative and 
stimulating,ò said Paul Sorenson, 
owner/grower, Gravel Springs 
Farms. ñBest of all, the information 
presented was practical and inspir-
ing!ò 

Green Branch Farm Field DayGreen Branch Farm Field DayGreen Branch Farm Field Day    

Zoumenou Earns Coveted Volunteer Award  
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Dr. Virginie Zoumenou is one of 
only 56 volunteers awarded the 
Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award, 
a prestigious national honor offered 
in recognition of volunteer service. 

ñThese recipients of the Presidentôs 
Volunteer Service Award are role 
models for all Americans,ò said 
Kristi Burnham, director, commu-
nity partnerships, U.S. Fund for 
UNICEF.  ñEach volunteer hour 
contributed makes a difference in 
improving the quality of life for oth-
ers, and I encourage everyone to 
contribute to our community by 
volunteering.  Volunteers bring us 
closer together as families, as com-
munities and as a nation through 
their commitment.ò 

A farmer-to-farmer assignment led 
Zoumenou, certified nutrition spe-
cialist, licensed dietitian and 1890 

Family Consumer Science program 
leader at the University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore, to serve as a Winrock 
International volunteer in Nigeria 
January of this year.  She conducted 
hands-on training sessions over a 
three-week period for caregivers, ages 
16 to 60, of HIV/AIDS orphans and 
vulnerable children with the goal of 
providing them with skills aimed at 
increasing their income and at pro-
viding nutritious food.  The project 
was funded by the USAID, Winrock 
International and EUCORD/
WEWE/Children of Hope organiza-
tions. 

Established in 2003, the award is 
available on an annual basis to indi-
viduals, groups and families who 
have met or exceeded requirements 
for volunteer service and have dem-
onstrated exemplary citizenship 
through volunteering.  The award is 

issued by the Presidentôs Council on 
Service and 
Civic Par-
ticipation, a 
group cre-
ated by 
Pres ident 
Bush to 
rec ogn iz e 
the valu-
able contri-
b u t i o n s 
volunteers 
are making 
to our na-
tion.  Chaired by two-time Super 
Bowl Champion Darrell Green, with 
former U.S. Senators Bob Dole and 
John Glenn as honorary co-chairs, 
the council comprises leaders in 
government, media, entertainment, 
business, education, nonprofits and 
volunteer service organizations, and 
community volunteering. 

 

RDC Furthers Rural 
Development on Eastern Shore  

                                                                

EFNEP Summer Youth Program   
 
 
UMES Rural Development Center 
Director Dan Kuennen recently 
facilitated funding for several East-
ern Shore businesses, the Hooperôs 
Island Oyster Aquaculture Company 
and Hot Spot Cool Eats. 
 

The Hooperôs Island Oyster Aqua-
culture Company is the first of its 
kind to set up shop in the state of 
Maryland.  Owners Johnny Shockley 
and Ricky Fitzhugh will raise oysters 
to sell in a market thatôs prime for 

shellfish farming.  The RDC settled 
a loan for the firm, which will use it 
to recondition a 36ô boat specifically 
designed to do oyster aquaculture. 
 

Hot Spot Cool Eats is situated on 
Rt. 50 in Dorchester County, Mary-

land, where droves of potential cus-
tomers are sure to see it.  The food 
service operation will offer premium, 
real soft serve ice cream; gourmet 
hot dogs; boardwalk fries; and bever-
ages at reasonable prices.  Business 
owner Eric Ploeg ñintends to become 
an important contributor to the 
Eastern Shore community.ò 

The UMES Rural Development 
Center services nine Eastern Shore 
counties, with emphasis on the four 
lower shore counties to include Som-
erset, Wicomico, Worcester and 
Dorchester.  It provides financial 
and technical information for busi-
ness startup and expansion projects, 
develops county and regional mar-
keting materials, supports regional 
tourism cooperation and resource-
sharing among counties, assists coun-
ties in promotional efforts to attract  
new business to the area, and sup-
ports studies in select industries. 
 

 
 
The 1890 EFNEP program team is 
excited to announce their involve-
ment with 10 camps this summer:  
 

Upward Bound, the National Youth 
Sports Program, the Oak Street Salva-
tion Army, the West Side Salvation 
Army, the YMCA Discovery Camp, 
the St. James UMC Camp, the Gar-
land Hayward Youth Center, Camp 
Horizons, the Wise Summer Camps, 
First Baptist Summer Exposure, the 
Salisbury Christian Summer Camp, 
and the Family Center Camp.  

The summer program will reach 
approximately 700 youth in the tri-
county area, providing nutrition 
education, healthy snacks, fun activi-
ties and fun diabetes prevention 
education activities with Carlos, the 
juggler.   

PHOTO BY CAROLYN SWIFT -Johnny Shockley, 
lifts one of the floating upwellers that houses 
oysters until the reach the 1/2 - inch mark.  


